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mayor at any time after the date of the passage of this ordinance, to 
serve until the first day of May next. On or before said first day of 
May, eighteen hundred and ninety-seven, the mayor shall appoint, 
subject to confirmation by the Board of Alderman, one member to 
serve for the term of five years, one for the term of four years, one 
for the term of three years, one for the term of two years, and one 
for the term of one year, each term beginning with said first day of 
May ; and annually after the current year one such member shall be 
appointed as aforesaid for the term of five years, beginuing with the 
first day of May in the year of his appointment. Said board shall 
collect, compile, and publish such statistics relating to the city of 
Boston, and such statistics of other cities, for purposes of comparison, 
as they may deem of public importance. 

Under this authority Mayor Quincy appointed the following gentle- 
ment to serve as members : Laurence Minot, Chairman ; Davis R. 
Dewey ; B. Rodman Weld ; Sumner B. Pearmain ; Edward M. 
Hartwell ; William Jackson, City Eugineer, Ex Officio. 

The Department has organized with Dr. Hartwell as Secretary. 
Dr. Hartwell consequently resigns his position as Director of Phys- 
ical Training in the Boston Public Schools. An office has been set 
apart in Room 71, City Hall. 



MEMORIALS. 

At the regular meeting of the Michigan State Board of Health at 
Lansing, Jan. 8, 1897, the following preamble and resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : — 

Whereas, The bill " to provide for a permanent census service," 
reported to Congress by Hon. Carroll D. Wright, will be of great use- 
fulness to the sanitary service of this State, as follows: (1) By pro- 
viding a more frequent statement of population, thereby affording a 
basis for reliable vital rates and the more accurate calculation of inter- 
censal populations, upon which such rates depend; (2) By providing 
means for ascertaining, for the first time in the history of the census, a 
reliable representative cleath-rate for the State which will be comparable 
with those of other States and countries — Michigan being now a so- 
called non-registration State; (3) If Michigan shall become a registra- 
tion State by act of the present Legislature for the immediate registration 
of deaths, by providing an annual comparative compilation of its data in 
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connection with those of other registration States, thereby greatly in- 
creasing the usefulness of the Michigan statistics ; therefore be it 

Besolved, That the Michigan State Board of Health, at its quarterly 
meeting held at Lansing, January 8, 1897, urgently recommends the pas- 
sage of the bill for a permanent census service on the ground of the 
improvement that will result therefrom to the sanitary interests of the 
country ; and further, 

Besolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to each Senator and 
Representative from Michigan, with the request that they labor for the 
passage of the measure. 

Henry B. Baker, 

Secretary. 
Office of the Secretary of the State Board of Health, 1 
Lansing, January 11, 1897. / 



At a meeting of the members of the American Statistical Associa- 
tion resident in the city of Washington, March 25, 1897, the follow- 
ing resolutions were considered and adopted : — 

Besolved, That the American Statistical Association be requested to 
submit to the President of the United States the following memorial : — 

Whereas, The general government is the principal agency for the col- 
lection of statistical data concerning the population, industries, and 
social conditions of the people of the United States, and 

Whereas, These statistics are collected, tabulated, and digested by 
different departments, bureaus, and offices, independent of one another, 
by methods and machinery that differ widely, resulting in wide differences 
in the quality, accuracy, and trustworthiness of the published data, and 

Whereas, It is plainly desirable that these methods and results should, 
as far as practicable, be unified, and that the methods of collection and 
tabulation should be explained and the value of the resulting data be 
fairly characterized, to the end that these data shall be used by the public 
only in such manner and for such purposes as may be suitable, therefore 
be it 

Besolved, That the President of the United States is hereby memorial- 
ized to appoint, by executive order, a Board of Statistics, to be composed 
of representatives of the departments, bureaus, and offices which collect 
and publish statistical data, the members of such Board to serve upon it 
without pay, and its work to involve no expense to the Government, 
except for publication. 

This Board should consider the different methods in use for collecting 
and tabulating statistics, and suggest improvements in such methods. 
It should characterize the value and applicability of the various classes 
of statistics dealt with by the Government, to the end of preventing, as 
far as possible, the misuse of such data by those ignorant of their value 
and their inherent weaknesses. 



